
Praise with Joy : Hymn 461 “Are ye able to be cruci�ed with me?” / Truth

Bible Verse : Jonah 4 : 1-4

Focusing on Words : God is merciful and loving for all the people. However, Jonah became angry due to the 
fact that God had not destroyed Nineveh. God did not scold Jonah right away, but was patient until Jonah 
realized why God loved enough not to overturn the big city of Nineveh. Today we are going to think about 
why Jonah became so angry and how he misunderstood God.

Understanding the background : We are very familiar with the book of Jonah because it conveys the form 
of story tellings. It includes a great �sh to swallow Jonah, the great conversion of the Ninevites, the compassion 
of God toward the Ninevites etc. We read the book of Jonah from the point of gentiles’ view not from Jonah's 
because we are not Israelites. Therefore, there is some limit to fully understanding Jonah. Nineveh, the capital 
of the strong country of Assyria, was not a pleasant place to Iseraelites back then. It is so natural for Israelites 
not to like Nineveh which had brought only pains and su�erings to Israel. It is understood that Jonah felt 
reluctant going to Nineveh. However, we have to understand why God still loved and wanted to save the 
Ninevites.

Sharing the Words

1. Observing & Contemplating : Read Jonah 4 : 1, 4
       1) How is Jonah’s mind expressed? (verse 1)
       2) What does God tell Jonah who has that kind of feeling above? (verse 4)
       3) In Jonah’s mind, people who are entitled to be saved and not are determined already. 
           Who are they?

     Applying & Sharing
       1) Jonah is displeased with what God’s doing. He dislikes, becomes angry and rebellious to God. Have you 
            had any experience in which you had not understood what God was doing and ended up resenting 
            and complaining about God in your life just like Jonah? What are your thoughts  about that experience 
            now?
       2) Have you ever distinguished people in terms of being bene�cial to you or not just like Jonah? 
            How can you embrace all the people in the mind of loving God?

2. Observing & Contemplating : Read Jonah 4 : 2
      1) Jonah is describing God’s character in this verse. What kind of character is he talking about? (verse 2)
      2) Who was granted the grace from God’s character mentioned in verse 2? Were they the Ninevites who 
           had repented and given the opportunity or Jonah who disobeyed to be sent to the inside of great �sh 
           and repented �nally to be saved? (verse 2)

     Applying & Sharing
      1) Share your experience in which you were given the grace of God after you had repented and faced 
           God just like the Ninevites. How have you repented?
      
      2) Not only I but also some other people near me need God’s grace desperately. Who needs God’s grace 
            more than I do? Why does he or she need God’s grace more than I do?

Conclusion : The reason we are displeased is that we misunderstand God. Recognizing God’s judgment over 
       mine is the �rst step to faith. Let’s pray for the help and lead from God today.

Prayer re�ecting the Words
1. Let us distinguish the good and the bad not by my ruler but by God’s
2. Let us realize that others need the grace of God as if  I do and pray for them.
3. Give us the abundance of thanksgiving to God and the thoughts to share the grace with others who need 
     it in the thanksgiving month of November. 
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